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John Babka • ET1 of academia 
by Laurie Crosby 
Ask ET! John Babka when the next earthquake will shake 
Hollister California and he might be able to tell you. 
Babka, 27: also known as "Earthquake John," has designed 
and built an earthquake radio emissions detector at NPS. 
The device can pick up and record the strength of electro-
magnetic signals believed to increase 24 hours before a 
quake. 
Babka built the prototype to help thesis students re-
•
rch precursory earthquake activity. Lack of funding 
•~-----------------------didn't stop him; instead, he 
dug parts out of the trash and 
"It's a first class system ... " used his resourcefulness to 
make it work. 
Prof. Dick Adler Mother Nature didn't stand 
in the way either. Although 
---------------------- the c ha n c e s o f a ma j o r 
earthquake were 1 in 1,000, on January 26, 1986 a 5.5 
temblor rocked the Hollister hills. The detector, install-
ed 20 kilometers from the epicenter, measured a definite 
increase in VHF radio wave noise nearly 24 hours before the 
big shake. 
"You really have a good sense of accomplishment once you 
de-bug something like this," Babka said. "It's not like 
sitting down with a plan in front of you." 
Babka has since taken the prototype into the computer 
age, replacing dinosaur strip charts with a two-drive sys-
tem where data are stored on floppy disks. 
"What he's got now is a first class system, 11 said elec-
trical and computer engineering Prof. Dick Adler, who su-
pervises earthquake research at NPS. "It's still built out 
of 'el cheapo' parts, but he's made a silk purse out of a 
sow's ear." 
His title may be electronics technician, but the offi-
cers and professors at NPS see Babka more as a junior 
Ai gn engineer. Students fro~ several disciplines s:ek 
~s advice on matters as practical as how to solder cir-
cuits or as theoretical as determining why a new systems 
design has failed. 
<continued page t.o> 
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In brief ... 
The NPS BOQ staff re-
ceived top acclai11 from the 
Navy last week with the 
announcement of the 1986 
Admiral El mo R. Zumwalt 
awards. 
NPS received the first 
runner-up award in the 
worldwide competition, said 
BOQ Officer LT Suzette 
0 1 Fl aherty. 
According to O'Fl aherty, 
the BOQ staff has now set 
their sights on the first 
pl ace award for 1987. 
Mandatory HIV tests (AIDS 
anti-body) will be adminis-
tered to all active duty 
Navy and Marine Corps per-
sonnel, staff and students, 
Feb. 9-11 in the Barbara 
McNitt Ballroom. A schedule 
for the medical tests will 
be released soo~ 
All active duty Navy and 
Marine Corps personnel must 
have a current physic al ex-
amination prior to perform-
ing the semi-annual physical 
readiness test. 
Questions about your re-
cords? Contact the Navy 
Medical Administrative Unit 
at 647-5664/5614 and 5615. 
2 
From the Superintendent 
by RADM Robert C. Austin 
"A Stream of Thought" 
It's a good Saturday morning. Finished an hour on the 
squash court. Got the heart rate up. Good way to cool 
down walking across the gr0unds. A great Saturday morning. 
Sure is a majestic school. The Navy was fortunate to be 
able to acquire these fine facilities. We've been pretty 
careful over the years taking care of them. Whoops! 
There's a Carl's Jr. cup. Should I bend over and pick it 
up? I wonder what those passing by would think if they saw 
the Superintendent picking up Carl's Jr. cups? Not much. 
Some guy in athletic gear with a funny looking "tennis" 
racquet picking up paper. Sure was thoughtless of someone 
to throw it down here. I remember attending a conference a 
few years ago when the Army Chief of Staff said he thought 
that the way people kept their facilities reflected their 
pride in their organization, pride in their ~rofe~sion, and 
pride in themselves. He was adamant on this poi~t. If I 
can lean over and hit a squash ball I sure can pick up a 
Carl's Jr. cup. Got it in my hand. Whoops, there's ano-
ther couple of pieces of paper. Oh well, the Dempsey 
dumpster isn't too far away. lo the dumpster -- in goes 
the trash. It would have been nice had it not been there 
in the first pl ace. I wonder why somebody throws 1 i tter on 
the grounds? I wonder how many others besides the Superin-
tendent would bother to pick it up? I guess if everybody 
picked up a little bit of it we wouldn't have any problem. 
Another way to solve the problem would be to divert the 
school's funds fro·m faculty, labs or essential support to 
buy "paper picker uppers." Not a good idea. If everyone 
else in the school had the same stream of thought the 
grounds would look a little bette~ Wish I could share the 
thought with them some way ....... . 
Electromagnetic signals could be 
key to earthquake warnings 
<continued fra. page one> 
Babka received the Navy Achievement Award for starting 
the NPS production laboratory, which had been defunct for 
10 years, and bringing it up to industry standards. Stu-
dents, who once used computer simulations, now turn to the 
lab to develop new equipment. 
In providing continuity between theory and application, 
Babka also bridges the gap between the officer and enlisted 
man. 
LCD R Kev i n Eb e 1 , w ho rec en t l y c o mp 1 et e d h i s the s i s o n 
the design of a satellite link to monitor Babka's detector, 
said he learned from Babka how systems really work. 
"The most hardware interfacing I had was turning on a 
switch. You wouldn't beleive how much John taught me. It 
was a situation where everybody gained." 
OSAC topics 
by MAJ Dennis Felthoelter, 
USMC, OSAC Vice Chairman - ) 
Park i n g, the e xc hang e 
bookstore and restructuring 
the academic calendar are 
just a few topics under 
c u r rent di sc u s s i on by the 
Officer Student Advisory 
Committee (0 SAC). 
You can review the min-
Jtes of OSAC meetings by 
logging onto the mainframe 
and, once in CMS, entering 
"minutes." If you have 
ideas or comments, your OSAC 
representative's name is 
posted on the bulletin board 
outside the Bank of America 
in Herrmann Hall. 
Navy personnel, 1.,\ 
receive award 
ISC Gary Zebrowski and 
ISl Jefferey Johnson became 
the first Navy personnel . 
rec e i v e a Ce r ti f i c a t e , 
Recognition by the Headquar-
ters, 7th Infantry Division 
(Light) at Fort Ord. 
Zebrowski and Johnson, 
who were al so made honorary 
members of the Light Infan-
try Division Association, 
were recognized for their 
work on more than 30 special 
projects which supported the 
tactical training efforts of 
the Light Fighters Team. 
Spouse seminar 
The Family Service Center 
is sponsoring a Spouse Em-
ployment Seminar Thursday, 
Feb. 19, from 1300-1600 at 
the center. 
l he seminar w i 11 pro vi de 
information on establishing 
career goals, clarifying 
you r j ob ob j ec ti v e s , c am -
pai gn planning, writing a 
sumes and cover lette~ 
interviewing, follow-up, and 
negotiating offers. 
Contact the FSC at ext. 
3060 for detai 1 s. 
Civiscoop 
A reminder for supervisors of wage grade employees 
9 erformance appraisals for your wage grade emp 1 oyees a re 
due to civilian personnel by Jan. 31. The forms are avail-
able through CPO. If you have questions, call Liz Clark, 
ext. 3052. 
CPO is currently undergoing a major task of trans-
ferring all civilian official personnel folder information 
into a new computer system entitled "Naval Civilian Per-
sonnel Data System" (NCPDS). This conversion is expected 
to continue until Feb. 13. During this time we advise that 
you call and make appointments to ensure the individual you 
want to see will be available. We are scheduled to convert 
or go 11 on line" on March 9. We would like to apologize at 
this time for any inconvenience this may cause our cus-
tomers. 
Management Institute of Monterey, a non-profit organi-
zation, is offering a series of seminars for supervisory 
person n e 1 . T he co st i s $12 0 for the 8-c ours e s er i es ( i f 
pre-registered) or $20 per session. The topics are: Super-
visory Leadership, Coping with Difficult People, Conflict 
Management, Goal Setting, Managerial Communications, Group 
Problem Solving, Motivating Others, and Time Management. 
For more information contact Liz Cl ark, ext. 3052. 
e New E11ployees: Welcome to Margie Courtright, academic 
administration; Sheldon Pelis, public works; Sheilah 
Morris, internal controls; and Anna Maria Stoddard, 
cornptrol l er. 
Vacancy Announcements: Applications for the following 
vacancies are now being accepted in the civilian personnel 
office. For further information consult the vacancy an-
nouncement in your department or cal 1 ext. 2001. 
Aerospace engineering technician, GS-5, physics depart-
ment (2 different positions); assistant registrar, GS-5/7, 
registrar; cl erk typist, GS-4 (various departments); compu-
ter cl erk, GS-4, registrar; co11puter programmer analyst, 
GS-11, FNOC; computer systems programmer, GS-11, computer 
science; engineering technician, GS-5/6/7/8/9, physics 
department; housing assignment clerk, GS-4, public works; 
1 ibrarian, GS-9, 1 ibrary; secretary (typing), GS-4/5, oper-
ations research; secretary (typing), GS-3/4/5/6/7, various 
departments; supervisory co11puter specialist, GM-13, compu-
ter science; supervisory librarian, GS-12, 1 ibrary; sup-
port services specialist, GS-6 or GS-7, computer center. 
• 
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1200, LA NOVIA Roef4 
NPS TOASTMASTERS 
<POC: PAT KELLY, X4363> 
1900, LA NOVIA Roef4 
MONTEREY PENINSULA SUPPLY 
CORPS ASSOCIATION 
SPEAKER - RANDY REINSTEDT 
"GHOSTS OF OLD MONTEREY" 




K I NG HALL, SP-101A 
C31 CONFERENCE 
CPOC: CINDY MAFFEI, X2426J 
-5-
1100-1400, LA NOVIA TERRACE 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
ART EXHIBIT 
CPOC: LT BRINKLEY, X2174J 
-5 TO 7-
V IS IT BY AIR VICE MARSHALL 
I. B. GRATION, HEAD, 
AUSTRALIAN DEFENSE STAFF 
Ef.f:lASSY 
CPOC: CAPT HELD, X2406J 
-6-
1200, LA NOVIA ROOM 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
LUNCHEON 
SPEAKER - RADM ROBERT TONEY 
Cor+1ANDER, SERVICE GROUP ONE 
CPOC: LT BRINKLEY, X2174l 
1200, TOWER ROOM 
NPS TOASlMASTERS 
<POC: PAT KELLY, X4363J 
-6 TO 7-
V I ST BY MR. R. KELLER 
DIRECTOR, FIELD SUPPORT 
ACTIVITY COP-09BJ 




<POC: HMC HOWARD, 647-5664> 
-10-
1510, SP-421 
DR. CLARENCE ELLIS, MICRO-
ELECTRONICS AND COMPUTER 
TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION 
"PROJECT NICK: MEETINGS 
AUGMENTATION AND ANALYSIS" 
-10 TO 12-
SP-101A 
SPACE AND NAVAL SYSTEMS 
Cor+1AND CONFERENCE 





by JOI Frank Su11111ers 
For the next few months the Monterey area will become a 
joggers paradise. The second annual Monterey Rape Crisis 
Center Together with Love lOK run/walk will be held Feb. 15 
at Lovers Point in Pacific Grove. This will the first in a 
series of runs in the local area. 
On the following Sunday, the YMCA will hold it's Super 
Race X, which will begin at El Estero park. The run will 
cover a distance of 10,000 meters over macadam streets and 
roads with one good hill. 
On March 7th the city of Gonzales will hold its 9th 
annual Grape Stampede lOK race and barbecue. 
The race of races will be held on April 26, as the 
second annual Big Sur International Marathon wil 1 be held. 
T hi s ye a rs f i e 1 d w il 1 i nc 1 u de 1 as t ye a rs men 1 s c ham pion 
John Skeels. The race will attract some 3,000 runners. 
Entries for the Big Sur marathon are now being accepted. 
Runners who submit their entries forms by Feb. 1 will only 
have to pay $25. Between Feb. 1 and April 13, the fee will 
be $30 and after April 13 it will climb to $45. There 
will no entry registration accepted on the day of the race. 
Entry forms for the Monterey Rape Crisis Center run, 
YMCA Super Rae e X and the Gonzales Grape Stampede run can 
be obtained outside the rec of fie e. 
******* 
The Monterey Navy Lacrosse team crushed the Sacramento 
Old Boys 18-9, recently. The Navy team remained undefeated 
in regular season play. 
Mike Dougherty's brilliant attacking set up the offense. 
Ken Koebberl ing repeatedly drove to the crease and became 
the game's high scorer. 
The defense was lead by the mighty stick work of Al 
Lewis and Joe Johnson. 
The Navy team will take on top seeded Golden Gate tomor-
row at the Carmel Middle school soccer field. The game 
will begin at 1300. 
******* 
The Monterey Coors softball team will be holding tryouts 
this Sunday for its fastpi tc h softball team. 
Last years team won the region al title and traveled to 
Olympia, Washington to play in the national finals. 
Tryouts will be held at Ferrante Park and will begin at 
1000. The softball season will begin in March. 
••••••• 
Thunder and Lighting and 360 remained undefeated in the 
NPS intramural basketball league. Thunder and Lighting 
struck the Enlisted Stampers with a 62-50 defeat, while 360 
he 1 d off the Wizards 66-55 in games p 1 ayed 1 as t week. 
Club notes 
Have you been hungry fo- ) 
steak and lobster? If yo• 
are then you better make 
reservations for steak and 
lobster night in the El 
Prado room Saturday, Feb. 
21, from 1700-2030. 
The feast will cost only 
$12.95 and reservations are 
a must. To make reserva-
tions cal 1 372-1339 or 646-
2170. 
A children's menu will 
a 1 so be av a i 1 ab 1 e. 
******* 
The EM club \"lil 1 host 
another steak night tonigh~ 
The cost is $5.50 per per-
son. 
In addition to the good 
food there w il 1 be 1 i ve 
entertainment. Al 1 the ex-
citement begins at 1700. 
Classified ads 
MOVING SALE: waterbed, orig 
$950, sel I for $400/obo; queen 
waterbed mattress, director's 
chairs, baby items, clothing, 
jewelry, I inens, car cover, more. 
Must se I I by Jan. 26, may pay on 
payday. Cal I 384-1023 for info 
and appointment. 
FOR SALE, Never been used 
Wicker dining set beautiful. Only 
$350. Wicker wal I unit/stereo 
cabin it on I y $175. 7 piece sp I it 
rattan living room set $850. Call 
Mike at 2386 or 883-2924. 
FOR SALE, 1987 Porsche 924s, 
si Iver meta II ic, 2,500 miles. 
Asking $21,500. Call Leo at 373-
1294. 
FOR SALE, Gi r Is indoor pacer 
roller skates. SI ze 5; excellence 
condition; $25. Call R. Haney at 
2308. 
SOCCER, Lunch ti me soccer 
games at the golf course softbal I 
fie Id every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 1130-1230, starting Feb •• 
No experience necessary. POC JI 
Mclean 647-4518 or Ens. Wilkie a 
647-4592. 
PLAYPEN, de I uxe 40" by Graco 
w/"upsey cups". Or I g $70, ask Ing 
$28. Ca I I Cynthia, 663-5650. 
